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2015 *** youth 
A Girl Called Problem: A Novel  
Katie Quirk  

Thirteen-year-old Shida, whose name means "problem" in Swahili, certainly has a lot of 
problems in her life -- her father is dead, her depressed mother is rumored to be a witch, her 
family bears the weight of a curse, and everyone in her rural Tanzanian village expects her to 
marry rather than pursue her dream of becoming a healer.  

So, when the elders of Litongo make a controversial decision to move Shida's people to a 
nearby village, Shida welcomes the change. Surely the opportunity to go to school and learn 
from a nurse can only mean good things. Nonetheless, mysterious calamities plague Shida's 
people after their move. Desperate to stay, Shida must prove to her people that life can be 
better in their new home. 
 
 
2015 
Chasing Chaos  
Jessica Alexander 

Jessica Alexander arrived in Rwanda in the aftermath of the 1994 genocide as an idealistic 
intern, eager to contribute to the work of the international humanitarian aid community. But 
the world that she encountered in the field was dramatically different than anything she could 
have imagined. It was messy, chaotic, and difficult—but she was hooked. 

In this honest and irreverent memoir, she introduces readers to the realities of life as an aid 
worker. We watch as she manages a 24,000-person camp in Darfur, collects evidence for the 
Charles Taylor trial in Sierra Leone, and contributes to the massive aid effort to clean up a 
shattered Haiti. But we also see the alcohol-fueled parties and fleeting romances, the burnouts 
and self-doubt, and the struggle to do good in places that have long endured suffering.  

Tracing her personal journey from wide-eyed and naïve newcomer to hardened cynic and, 
ultimately, to hopeful but critical realist, Alexander transports readers to some of the most 
troubled locations around the world and shows us not only the seemingly impossible 
challenges, but also the moments of resilience and recovery. 
 
 



2015 
Deep Denial: The Persistence of White Supremacy in United States History and Life 
David Billings 

Why is racism still with us and what can the Civil Rights Movement tell us about today? David 
Billings, a self-described “son of the South,” tackles these questions in his well -researched, 
deeply personal and eminently readable new book, Deep Denial: The Persistence of White 
Supremacy in United States History and Life.  
 
Part I of Deep Denial, takes a broad historical view. Beginning in seventeenth century Virginia 
up through World War II, Billings looks at the origins of white supremacy as a structural feature 
of US society and describes its evolution over time. 
 
Part II features the Civil Rights Movement, how it emerged in the post-WWII era, how the 
struggle was waged in the 1950s and ‘60s, and how it subsequently morphed from a 
community-led, issue-based movement to a government-sponsored, needs-based nonprofit 
industry that remains with us today. 
 
Known to thousands as a master storyteller, Billings begins each chapter with an intimate and 
unsparingly personal account from his own life. After drawing the reader into his topic, he lays 
out the historical facts, while still retaining the storyteller’s sense of engagement with the 
reader. 
 
This masterful nonfiction narrative is told by an admittedly white man who has spent half a 
century working for racial justice. Born and raised in McComb County, Mississippi, the site of 
some of the fiercest struggles of the Civil Rights Movement, Billings’ family rubbed shoulders 
with the KKK yet never succumbed to the hatred that surrounded them. 
  
Through a series of life experiences, Billings became one of a small number of founding 
members of the People’s Institute for Survival and Beyond, a New Orleans-based group led by 
people of color and the premier anti-racism training group in the country. Since then Billings 
has trained tens of thousands of people, of all races, on the very questions he writes about. 
 
Often when doing a workshop, people would ask him about “his book.” Given the scope of his 
knowledge and experience, and his skill as a storyteller, people just assumed he had written 
one. He was always too busy. But now, semi-retired, he has. Deep Denial is the result so many 
have been waiting for. 
 
 
2015 *** children 
Deep in the Sahara  
Kelly Cunnane 
Lalla lives in the Muslim country of Mauritania, and more than anything, she wants to wear a 
malafa, the colorful cloth Mauritanian women, like her mama and big sister, wear to cover their 
heads and clothes in public. But it is not until Lalla realizes that a malafa is not just worn to 
show a woman's beauty and mystery or to honor tradition—a malafa for faith—that Lalla's 



mother agrees to slip a long cloth as blue as the ink in the Koran over Lalla's head, under her 
arm, and round and round her body. Then together, they pray. 
 
 
2015 
Faith and Struggle on Smokey Mountain 
Benigno Beltran 

Smokey Mountain, the vast garbage dump in Manila has served for many years as an emblem 
of third world squalor. In many ways, it is a metaphor for a planet slowly choking on garbage 
and waste. But for Fr. Beltran, who served for three decades as a chaplain to the scavengers 
who survive off this reeking heap, it is also a metaphor of hope an emblem of the will to 
survive, the ability to create joy and find meaning even in the midst of abject poverty. Faith and 
Struggle on Smokey Mountain describes the spiritual resilience of the scavengers of Smokey 
Mountain, and how they taught Beltran to read the Gospel with new eyes. The lessons he 
learned bear a message for all who struggle for a better world. 
 
 
2015 
Golden Cage: Three Brothers, Three Choices, One Destiny, The 
Shirin Ebadi 

For over fifty years the Shah Pahlavi dynasty ruled Iran until Ayatollah Khomeini's 1979 Islamic 
Revolution seized power and began its own reign of tyranny. The questions about the 
revolution shape The Golden Cage while the answers shed light on Islamic Iran's current events 
and tell us why it strives for nuclear energy, chants "Death to Israel," and claims to be the most 
powerful force in the Middle East and Muslim world. 

History perhaps is best described through life stories we each can hold dearly. The Golden Cage 
is one such story about three brothers the author knew through their sister, Pari, a childhood 
friend. Each brother subscribes to a different political ideology that tears Iran and their lives 
apart. As Pari observes, her brothers live deluded lives in golden cages of ideology. These words 
mark the beginning of this story, illuminating the multifaceted, oppressive Iran of today and 
years past. 
 
 
2015 *** Children 
My Name Is Blessing  
Eric Walters 

Based on the life of a real boy, this warm-hearted, beautifully illustrated book tells the story of 
Baraka, a young Kenyan boy with a physical disability. Baraka and eight cousins live with their 
grandmother. She gives them boundless love, but there is never enough money or food, and 
life is hard --love doesn't feed hungry stomachs or clothe growing bodies or school keen minds. 



Baraka is too young, and, with his disability, needs too much, and she is too old. A difficult 
choice must be made, and grandmother and grandchild set off on a journey to see if there is a 
place at the orphanage for Baraka. The story begins by looking at Baraka's physical disability as 
a misfortune, but ends by looking beyond the disability, to his great heart and spirit, and the 
blessings he brings. 
 
 
2015 
Roma of Europe: Geographic Mission Study, The  
Dee Dee Azhikakath 

This book will introduce you to the Roma, with an emphasis on Eastern Europe. You will 
discover their history up to and including the twentieth century. You can investigate the ways 
they are treated in contemporary European culture. You will also be able to learn about their 
lifestyle and spirituality and investigate ways the church and other organizations are working 
alongside the Roma. This includes a class study resource by Dee Dee Azhikakath. 
 
 
2015 
What’s So Blessed About Being Poor? 
Susan Slavin 
 
Two lay women who have chosen to live among the poor in East Africa, one a Maryknoll lay 
missioner, and the other, a New York attorney who left her law practice to become a lay 
missioner. 
Slavin first met Salvador when she was volunteering as a lawyer working in a justice and peace 
program in Kenya. Slavin was intrigued by the well-known phrase blessed are the poor. After 
approaching this seeming paradox through unrewarding library research, she decided that she 
would join Salvador in her ministry to AIDS orphans to try to understand how the poor can be 
blessed. This account tells of their experiences as they worked together with the poor, primarily 
AIDS orphans, in the slums of Kenya.  
 
 
2016 
Chasing the Divine in the Holy Land  
Ruth Everhart 

When Ruth Everhart was given the opportunity to travel to the Holy Land as one of several 
ministers taking part in a documentary about pilgrimage, she jumped at the opportunity. Little 
did she know just how demanding -- yet ultimately rewarding -- her transformation from 
Presbyterian minister, wife, and mom to pilgrim would be. Candid, down-to-earth, and 
delightful, Ruth recounts her experiences in Chasing the Divine in the Holy Land, inviting readers 
to journey alongside her on an unforgettable Holy Land pilgrimage. 



2016 
Coffee, Tea, and Holy Water: One Woman’s Journey 
Amanda Hudson   

Coffee, Tea, and Holy Water takes the reader on an armchair tour of Christianity in our world, 
across borders and over continents. Author Amanda Hudson provides a personal touch with 
cultural curiosities, profound questions about the nature and practice of faith, as she travels to 
five countries: Brazil, Wales, Tanzania, China, and Honduras.  

Honest, witty, and thought-provoking, these stories come from a young woman raised in the 
South, that found herself wondering what “normal” Christianity looked like in other countries. 
 
 
2016 
Hope Runs – An American Tourist, a Kenyan Boy, a Journey of Redemption 
Claire Diaz-Ortiz  
Sammy Ikua Gachagua had lost his father to illness, his mother to abandonment, and his home 
to poverty. By age ten, he was living in a shack with seven other children and very little food. He 
entered an orphanage seeing it as a miracle with three meals a day, a bed to sleep in, and 
clothes on his back. 
When Claire Diaz-Ortiz arrived in Kenya at the end of an around-the-world journey, she decided 
to stay the night, climb Mt. Kenya, and then head back home. She entered an orphanage seeing 
it as little more than a free place to spend the night before her mountain trek.  

God had other plans.  

Hope Runs is the emotional story of an American tourist, a Kenyan orphan, and the day that 
would change the course of both of their lives forever. It's about what it means to live in the 
now when the world is falling around you. It's about what it means to hope for the things you 
cannot see. Most of all, it's about how God can change your life in the blink of an eye. 
 
 
2016 *** Youth 
Our Rights: How Kids are Changing the World, for Youth 
Janet Wilson  
This around-the-world tour introduces readers to children who have taken on the role of social 
activist, fighting for human rights and social justice in countries as diverse as Yemen and Congo, 
Canada and the United States. Ten children receive main profiles, and over a dozen others are 
featured in smaller sidebars. Anita Khushwaha fought against gender and class bias in her 
community in India. Emman Bagual founded Mind Your Rights to fight child labor in the 
Philippines. Zach Bonner walked 1,000 miles to raise awareness about homeless children in the 
United States. A diverse range of other issues is covered, including aboriginal rights, human 
trafficking and child soldiers, and the full United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 



can be found alongside tips for how kids everywhere can make a difference. 
 
 
2016 *** Youth 
Twenty-Two Cents: Muhammad Yunus and the Village Bank   
Paula Yoo 

"A biography of Nobel Peace Prize winner Muhammad Yunus, who from a young age was 
determined to make difference in the world and eventually revolutionized global antipoverty 
efforts by developing the innovative economic concept of micro-lending. This also includes an 
afterword and author's sources.” 
 
 

2016 
Unbound – The Transformative Power of Youth Mission Trips 
Jann Treadwell   
In Unbound, Jann Treadwell has written an essential guide for leaders who want to create 
transformative experiences for young people that use young people's gifts to be a blessing to 
others. The book is filled with practical insights and ideas for navigating the details of planning 
and leading a mission trip that is theologically grounded, builds community and creates 
memories that last a lifetime. 
 
“These detailed resources will save the trip planner 50 hours or more in preparation work.” – 
JIM LADOUX, Director of Coaching and Training at Vibrant Faith Ministries 
 
 
2016 
Underground Girls of Kabul, The  
Jenny Nordberg 

In Afghanistan, a culture ruled almost entirely by men, the birth of a son is cause for celebration 
and the arrival of a daughter is often mourned as misfortune. A bacha posh (literally translated 
from Dari as “dressed up like a boy”) is a third kind of child--a girl temporarily raised as a boy 
and presented as such to the outside world. Jenny Nordberg, the reporter who broke the story 
of this phenomenon for the New York Times, constructs a powerful and moving account of 
those secretly living on the other side of a deeply segregated society where women have 
almost no rights and little freedom.  

The Underground Girls of Kabul is anchored by vivid characters who bring this remarkable story 
to life: Azita, a female parliamentarian who sees no other choice but to turn her fourth 
daughter Mehran into a boy; Zahra, the tomboy teenager who struggles with puberty and 
refuses her parents’ attempts to turn her back into a girl; Shukria, now a married mother of 



three after living for twenty years as a man; and Nader, who prays with Shahed, the undercover 
female police officer, as they both remain in male disguise as adults.  

At the heart of this emotional narrative is a new perspective on the extreme sacrifices of 
Afghan women and girls against the violent backdrop of America’s longest war. Divided into 
four parts, the book follows those born as the unwanted sex in Afghanistan, but who live as the 
socially favored gender through childhood and puberty, only to later be forced into marriage 
and childbirth. The Underground Girls of Kabul charts their dramatic life cycles, while examining 
our own history and the parallels to subversive actions of people who live under oppression 
everywhere. 
 
 

2016 
Uprising:  A New Age is Dawning for Every Mother's Daughter 
Sally Armstrong   
The earth is shifting under the status of women. Uprising tells a remarkable story about women 
claiming their own space - against all odds - and how this shift from oppression to emancipation 
will improve the economy, reduce poverty and curtail conflict. Sally Armstrong, also known as 
the war correspondent for the world's women, has been following the action on the front line 
for women and girls in Bosnia, Egypt, Congo, The Middle East, Afghanistan and America for 
twenty-five years. She says the manifesto for this revolution is being written in mud-brick huts 
in Afghanistan and on Tehrir Square in Egypt and in the forests of the Congo, as well as on the 
streets of Kenya, where 160 girls sued their government for failing to protect them from being 
raped, and won, and in Pakistan, where Malala Yousafzai, is fighting for the rights of all girls. 
Uprising is about the final frontier for women: having control over your own body, whether in 
zones of conflict, in rural villages, on university campuses or in your own kitchen. Armstrong 
has been an eyewitness to the worst atrocities and is now the first to write about the 
astonishing changes that are happening in Asia, Africa and the Americas. 
 
 
2017 
A History of Religion in 5½ Objects – Bringing the Spiritual to its Senses 
S. Brent Plate   
A History of Religion in 5½ Objects is a celebration of the materiality of religious life. Plate 
moves our understanding of religion away from the current obsessions with God, 
fundamentalism, and science—and toward the rich depths of this world, this body, and these 
things. Religion, it turns out, has as much to do with our bodies as our beliefs; maybe even 
more. 
 
 
 
 



2017 
America and Its Guns—A Theological Exposé 
James Atwood  
James Atwood contends that the thirty thousand gun deaths America suffers every year cannot 
be understood apart from our national myth that God has appointed America as “the trustee of 
the civilization of the world” and even “Christ’s light to the nations.” Because these purposes 
are noble, and we are supposedly a good and trustworthy people, violence is sometimes 
“required” and gives license to individuals to carry open or concealed weapons, which “save 
lives” and can even be “redemptive.”  

Atwood, an avid hunter, cautions that an absolute trust in guns and violence morphs easily into 
idolatry. Having spent thirty-six years as a Presbyterian pastor fighting against the easy access 
to firearms, one of which took the life of a friend, he uses his unique experience and his biblical 
and theological understanding to graphically portray the impact guns have on our society. He 
documents how Americans have been deceived into believing that the tools of violence, 
whether they take the form of advanced military technology or a handgun in the bedside stand, 
will provide security. He closes with a wake-up call to the faith community, which he says is 
America’s best hope to unmask the extremism of the Gun Empire. 
 
 
2017 
Boundless—What Global Expressions of Faith Teach Us about Following Jesus 
Bryan Bishop   

In his many travels as a researcher for “Youth with a Mission,” Bryan Bishop discovered a 
startling phenomenon: hidden movements of Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists who are 
experiencing and following Jesus outside the boundaries of traditional Western Christianity. 
And they have plenty to teach Christians in the West who feel spiritually stagnant or 
disillusioned. 

Through colorful firsthand accounts, Bishop unveils fresh expressions of faith that can revitalize 
our own. Those who have left or are feeling the pull to leave the church, along with those who 
chafe against Christianity's European-American cultural box, will welcome this expansive view 
of what it looks like to follow Christ. 
** Available on Kindle Unlimited 
 
 
2017 
Faith Ed.—Teaching About Religion in an Age of Intolerance  
Linda Wertheimer 

An intimate cross-country look at the new debate over religion in the public schools, a 
suburban Boston school unwittingly started a firestorm of controversy over a sixth-grade field 
trip. The class was visiting a mosque to learn about world religions when a handful of boys, 



unnoticed by their teachers, joined the line of worshippers and acted out the motions of the 
Muslim call to prayer. A video of the prayer went viral with the title “Wellesley, Massachusetts 
Public School Students Learn to Pray to Allah.” Charges flew that the school exposed the 
children to Muslims who intended to convert American schoolchildren. Wellesley school 
officials defended the course, but also acknowledged the delicate dance teachers must perform 
when dealing with religion in the classroom. 

Courts long ago banned public school teachers from preaching of any kind. But the question 
remains: How much should schools teach about the world’s religions? Answering that question 
in recent decades has pitted schools against their communities. 

Wertheimer’s fascinating investigation, which includes a return to her rural Ohio school, which 
once ran weekly Christian Bible classes, reveals a public education system struggling to find the 
right path forward and offers a promising roadmap for raising a new generation of religiously 
literate Americans. 
 
 
2017 *** Children 
Journey with J.W.—John Wesley’s Ride through Methodist History  
Daphna Lee Flegal 

Children will experience life in the times of John Wesley and the circuit riders. It's a great 
learning experience that's fun! 

Also included are easy-to-follow directions for crafts, games, and music; scripts for historical 
dramas and Bible stories; ideas for setting up interest centers; and ways to utilize the gifts and 
talents of the adults in your congregation area. 

Children will learn about the United Methodist heritage and how it has shaped who we are as 
people of faith, that God inspired John Wesley and other early leaders of our church to spread 
the good news about Jesus throughout the world, and that God continues to call us to tell the 
world about Jesus today! 
 
 
2017 
Liberating Black Church History  
Juan M. Floyd-Thomas 

No serious scholar in biblical studies today can introduce students to his or her field without 
taking into account the contributions of African American scholarship. The long traditions of 
biblical interpretation in the Black Church, and the innovative research and writing performed 
by African American scholars in recent years are now essential components of a critical study of 
the Bible. 

Up to now, knowing how best to introduce the fruits of African American biblical scholarship to 
students has been difficult. Good resources exist, yet too often they are not written with the 



needs of introductory students in mind. This book meets that need by providing an overview of 
the most important developments in African American approaches to biblical scholarship. It 
offers insight into the particular ways that African American scholarship has shaped the world 
of biblical study. 
 
 
2017 *** Youth 
Live to Give—Let God Turn Your Talents into Miracles 
Austin Gutwein    
Inspired by the biblical story of the feeding of the 5,000, Live to Give delivers a message of hope 
that we all have something to give. Written in the down-to-earth, candid voice of the gifted 
young man who, as a kid founded a relief ministry that has saved and improved countless lives 
in Africa, Live to Give is the message that every teen and adult needs to hear: You are more 
special than you know, and you can do big things.  

Jesus proved that no gift is too small when He used five loaves and two fish to feed a crowd of 
thousands. And if no gift is too small, too ordinary, or too random, there is no limit to what the 
youth of today can accomplish!  

A teenage philanthropist who has built a high school, two medical clinics, and a dormitory in 
Africa-all before the age of 16-Austin Gutwein shares how to take what may seem like the 
simplest of talents, gifts, and interests and use them for something Jesus can use to move 
mountains. 
 
 
2017 
Love Casts Out Fear—A Jihad Survivor’s Journey from Revenge to Redemption 
Brother Nathan 

When Brother Nathan was a child in Egypt, he witnessed the unthinkable--his own father's 
murder at the hands of terrorists. At first, he struggled with his powerful urge to seek revenge 
against his father's assassins. Today, he ministers in the very village where his father was killed, 
as well as in countless other cities and villages across Egypt and throughout the Middle East. 

Love Casts Out Fear tells the gripping story of a deadly attack, Nathan's initial anger, and 
forgiveness that makes way for redemption. It also gives a firsthand account of the challenges 
faced today by Middle Eastern Christians, and of God's provision for a ministry that touches the 
lives of thousands. Readers will passionately come alongside Brother Nathan in this true-life 
thriller as he shares the love of Christ in a dangerous place to claim Christ as Lord.   
** Available on Kindle Unlimited 
 
 
 



2017 
What We’re Fighting for Now Is Each Other 
Wen Stephenson 

This book is about an urgent, on-the-ground look at some of the “new American radicals” who 
have laid everything on the line to build a stronger climate justice movement. 

The science is clear: catastrophic climate change, by any humane definition, is upon us. At the 
same time, the fossil-fuel industry has doubled down, economically and politically, on business 
as usual. We face an unprecedented situation—a radical situation. As an individual of 
conscience, how will you respond? 
 
In What We’re Fighting for Now Is Each Other, Stephenson tells his own story and offers an up-
close, on-the-ground look at some of the remarkable and courageous people—those he calls 
“new American radicals”—who have laid everything on the line to build and inspire this fast-
growing movement: old-school environmentalists and young climate-justice organizers, 
frontline community leaders and Texas tar-sands blockaders, Quakers and college students, 
evangelicals and Occupiers. Most important, Stephenson pushes beyond easy labels to 
understand who these people really are, what drives them, and what they’re ultimately fighting 
for. He argues that the movement is less like environmentalism as we know it and more like the 
great human-rights and social-justice struggles of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, from 
abolitionism to civil rights. It’s a movement for human solidarity. 

This is a fiercely urgent and profoundly spiritual journey into the climate-justice movement at a 
critical moment—in search of what climate justice, at this late hour, might yet mean. 

 

2017 
Wherever the River Runs 
Kelly Minter 

This beautiful journey through the Amazon invites readers to search their souls and follow Jesus 
wherever the river runs—experiencing the adventure of knowing the poor and forgotten 
people He loves. 

In Wherever the River Runs, Kelly Minter invites us on a jungle adventure down a river teeming 
with piranhas, Caymans, a beautiful people, and especially, God’s presence. Her honest and 
engaging narrative pulls back the curtain on one of the most captivating places on earth as well 
as on parts of the gospel we may be able to recite but have never fully believed. 

For anyone feeling complacent in their American Christianity, Kelly’s story of the forgotten 
people of the Amazon and how they transformed her understanding of the gospel is sure to 
inspire. 
 
 
 



2018 
A House in the Sky  
Amanda Lindhout 

BREAKING NEWS: Amanda Lindhout’s lead kidnapper, Ali Omar Ader, has been caught. 

Amanda Lindhout wrote about her fifteen month abduction in Somalia in A House in the Sky. It 
is the New York Times bestselling memoir of a woman whose curiosity led her to the world’s 
most remote places and then into captivity: “Exquisitely told…A young woman’s harrowing 
coming-of-age story and an extraordinary narrative of forgiveness and spiritual triumph” (The 
New York Times Book Review). 

As a child, Amanda Lindhout escaped a violent household by paging through issues of National 
Geographic and imagining herself visiting its exotic locales. At the age of nineteen, working as a 
cocktail waitress, she began saving her tips so she could travel the globe. Aspiring to 
understand the world and live a significant life, she backpacked through Latin America, Laos, 
Bangladesh, and India, and emboldened by each adventure, went on to Sudan, Syria, and 
Pakistan. In war-ridden Afghanistan and Iraq she carved out a fledgling career as a television 
reporter. And then, in August 2008, she traveled to Somalia—“the most dangerous place on 
earth.” On her fourth day, she was abducted by a group of masked men along a dusty road. 

Held hostage for 460 days, Amanda survives on memory—every lush detail of the world she 
experienced in her life before captivity—and on strategy, fortitude, and hope. When she is 
most desperate, she visits a house in the sky, high above the woman kept in chains, in the dark. 

Vivid and suspenseful, as artfully written as the finest novel, A House in the Sky is “a seemingly 
unsentimental account. Ultimately it is compassion—for her naïve younger self and for her 
kidnappers—that becomes the key to Lindhout’s survival” (O, The Oprah Magazine) 
 
 
2018 
First White Frost 
Homer Noley  

The history of the Methodist attempt to evangelize Native Americans is riddled with spectacular 
failures as well as dramatic successes.  In this balanced yet forthright account, Homer Noley 
helps you gain new insights and a richer understanding of Methodist missionary activities with 
Native Americans from the 1600s to today. 
 
 
2018 
Growing Peace 
Richard Sobol 

On the morning of September 11, 2001, J.J. Keki, a Ugandan musician and coffee farmer, was in 
New York about to visit the World Trade Center, but instead witnessed the attack on the Twin 



Towers. He came away with strong emotions about religious conflict and a vision. Back home in 
his village, Keki was determined to find a way for people who held different beliefs to work 
together. Here is a rare and timely story of hope, economic cooperation and religious harmony 
in an often-struggling part of the world. Because of Keki's vision, his community has achieved 
what many people strive for: A Growing Peace. 
 
 
2018 
Hiding in the Light  
Rifqa Bary  
Rifqa Bary grew up in a devout Muslim home, obediently following her parents’ orders to 
practice the rituals of Islam. But God was calling her to freedom and love. He was calling her to 
true faith. He was calling her to give up everything. 

Hiding in the Light is the story of Rifqa’s remarkable spiritual journey from Islam to Christianity. 
It is also the untold story of how she ran from her father’s threats to find refuge with strangers 
in Florida, only to face a controversial court case that reached national headlines. Most of all, it 
is the story of a young girl who made life-changing sacrifices to follow Jesus—and who inspires 
us to do the same. 
 
 
2018 
Massacre at Sand Creek 
William Sackheim 

The Sand Creek massacre seized national attention in the winter of 1864-1865 and generated a 
controversy that still excites heated debate more than 150 years later. At Sand Creek demoniac 
forces seemed unloosed so completely that humanity itself was the casualty. That was the 
charge that drew public attention to the Colorado frontier in 1865. That was the claim that 
spawned heated debate in Congress, two congressional hearings, and a military commission. 
Westerners vociferously and passionately denied the accusations. Reformers seized the charges 
as evidence of the failure of American Indian policy. Sand Creek launched a war that was not 
truly over for fifteen years. In the first year alone, it cost the United States government 
$50,000,000. 
 
Methodists have a special stake in this story. The governor whose polices led the Cheyennes 
and Arapahos to Sand Creek was a prominent Methodist layman. Colonel Chivington was a 
Methodist minister. Perhaps those were merely coincidences, but the question also remains of 
how the Methodist Episcopal Church itself responded to the massacre. Was it also somehow 
culpable in what happened? 
 
 
 



2018 
Unspoken Farewell  
Jonna-Lynn K. Mandelbaum 

Amanda Bechtel's story is the fictionalized account of the true-life experiences of a United 
Methodist missionary nurse to Mozambique. She learns about life under secret police 
surveillance as she studies Portuguese in Lisbon. 
 
 
2018 
Without You, There Is No Us  
Suki Kim  
Every day, three times a day, the students march in two straight lines, singing praises to Kim 
Jong-il and North Korea: Without you, there is no motherland. Without you, there is no us. It is 
a chilling scene, but gradually Suki Kim, too, learns the tune and, without noticing, begins to 
hum it. It is 2011, and all universities in North Korea have been shut down for an entire year, 
the students sent to construction fields—except for the 270 students at the all-male Pyongyang 
University of Science and Technology (PUST), a walled compound where portraits of Kim Il-sung 
and Kim Jong-il look on impassively from the walls of every room, and where Suki has gone 
undercover as a missionary and a teacher. Over the next six months, she will eat three meals a 
day with her young charges and struggle to teach them English, all under the watchful eye of 
the regime.  
Without You, There Is No Us offers a moving and incalculably rare glimpse of life in the world's 
most unknowable country, and at the privileged young men she calls "soldiers and slaves." 
 
 
2019 *** Youth 
Ahimsa 
Supriya Kellar   

In 1942, after Mahatma Gandhi asks Indians to give one family member to the freedom 
movement, ten-year-old Anjali is devastated to think of her father risking his life for the 
freedom struggle. But it turns out he isn’t the one joining. Anjali’s mother is. And with this 
change comes many more adjustments designed to improve their country and use “ahimsa”—
non-violent resistance—to stand up to the British government. First the family must trade in 
their fine foreign-made clothes for homespun cotton, so Anjali must give up her prettiest 
belongings. Then her mother decides to reach out to the Dalit community, the “untouchables” 
of society. Anjali is forced to get over her past prejudices as her family becomes increasingly 
involved in the movement. When Anjali’s mother is jailed, Anjali must step out of her comfort 
zone to take over her mother’s work, ensuring that her little part of the independence 
movement is completed. 
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2019 
An Insider's Guide to Praying for the World 
Dr. Brian Stiller   

The world is getting smaller. Cutting ourselves off from Christians around the world is not an 
option. In many countries, the rise of persecution fuels concern over the safety and rights of 
believers, while other nations that used to be closed to the Gospel are seeing unprecedented 
numbers of conversions to Christianity. As global ambassador of the World Evangelical Alliance, 
what Dr. Brian Stiller experiences on the ground in these nations is often counter to our 
impressions. As he listens to people's ideas and observes their innovations, he invites you to 
see and hear what he does.  

An Insider's Guide to Praying for the World includes country-specific insights calling us to a 
deeper understanding of the Christian church and witness. Each chapter also provides prayer 
challenges that come from believers in the country as well as maps and sample prayers. Nations 
from every continent are included. 

Be inspired to learn about other lands--both familiar ones, such as China and Kenya, and ones 
you may know very little about, like Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. More importantly, take part in 
God's work by praying for the real needs of your brothers and sisters around the world. 
 
 
2019 
Make a Difference - Following Your Passion and Finding Your Place to Serve 
James A. Harnish   

Every day we see that things are not right in our world, and as followers of Jesus Christ, we 
have an impulse to do something about it. We long to connect our passions and gifts with the 
world’s great needs, making a unique contribution for the healing of the world. 

In Make a Difference, author James A. Harnish helps United Methodists answer the questions 
“How can I contribute to God’s healing work in this world?” and “How can I find my place to 
serve and make a difference?” Drawing upon biblical wisdom and real stories of real people 
who have found their place to serve, he provides practical guidance to help every disciple make 
a difference as a participant in God’s transformation of the world. 

This six-week study is perfect for anyone desiring to engage service or mission as a vital part of 
discipleship, find a place to serve—in the church, the community, and/or the world engage in 
God’s work in the world. 

The study includes a book, leader guide, and DVD featuring six engaging and lively discussions 
with the author and several special guests highlighting opportunities and outcomes of making a 
difference in this world. 
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2019 
Mission-Minded Guide to Church and School Partnerships, The 
Jake McGlothin  

Partnering your church family with a public school can be a rewarding experience, but it also 
presents some unique challenges. 

The Mission-Minded Guide to Church and School Partnerships offers practical steps 
congregations can take to make a difference with the children in their community. 

From basic organization, training, safety, and planning, leaders will learn how to share the 
vision and effectively recruit and train volunteers. Most importantly, leaders will discover how 
to begin a collaborative, trusting relationship with students, administrators, and teachers. 

In addition, there are suggestions for sharing information about the partnership through 
communication tools like newsletters and special Sundays for welcoming the schools, teachers, 
principals, and more. 

Inspire your church family to embrace the power they have to change lives and make a 
difference in their community. 
 
 
2019 
One: Unity in a Divided World 
Deidra Riggs 

Jesus didn't say that the world would know we are his followers by our biting rhetoric, our 
political leanings, our charity work, or even by our knowledge of Scripture. He said the world 
would know us by our love for one another. Yet it's so easy to put others at arm's length, to lash 
out, to put up walls. Deidra Riggs wants us to put our focus on self-preservation aside and, like 
Jesus, make the first move toward reconciliation. 

In One, Riggs shows readers that when Jesus offered himself up in our place, he was not only 
purchasing our salvation but also setting an example for us to follow. She helps readers 
understand that they are secure in God's inexhaustible love, making them free to love others 
lavishly--not just in what they do but in what they say, what they don't say, what they will 
endure, and what they will forgive. 

Anyone who longs for unity in the church, in their family, and in their community will find in this 
book both inspiring examples of loving done well and encouragement to begin the often-
unnoticed hard work of building bridges with those around them. 
 
 
2019 
Threading My Prayer Rug 
Sabeeha Rehman 
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Named on Booklist's Top Ten Religion and Spirituality Books of 2016, Threading My Prayer Rug 
is a richly textured reflection on what it is to be a Muslim in America. It is also the luminous 
story of many journeys: from Pakistan to the United States in an arranged marriage that 
becomes a love match lasting forty-five years; from secular Muslim in an Islamic society to 
devout Muslim in a society ignorant of Islam, and from liberal to conservative to American 
Muslim; from bride to mother; and from an immigrant intending to stay two years to an 
American citizen, business executive, grandmother, and tireless advocate for interfaith 
understanding.  

Beginning with a sweetly funny, moving account of her arranged marriage, the author 
undercuts stereotypes and offers the refreshing view of an American life through Muslim eyes. 
Sabeeha was doing interfaith work for Imam Feisal A. Rauf, the driving force behind the Muslim 
community center near Ground Zero, when the backlash began. She recounts what that 
experience revealed about American society and in a new preface discusses Islam in America in 
the time of Trump.  
 
 
2019 
Unified We Are a Force: How Faith and Labor Can Overcome America's 
Inequalities  
Joerg Rieger and Rosemarie Henkel-Rieger 

The American dream of “pulling yourself up by your bootstraps” is no longer possible, if it ever 
was. Most of us live paycheck-to-paycheck, and inequality has become one of the greatest 
problems facing our country. Working people and people of faith have the power to change 
this—but only when we get unified! 

In this practical and theological handbook for justice, renowned theologian Joerg Rieger and his 
wife, community and labor activist Rosemarie Henkel-Rieger, help the working majority (the 
99% of us) understand what is happening and how we can make a difference. Discover how our 
faith is deeply connected with our work. Find out how to organize people and build power and 
what our different faith traditions can contribute. Learn from case studies where these 
principles have been used successfully—and how we can use them. Develop “deep solidarity” 
as a way to forge unity while employing our differences for the common good. 

“This book is an invitation for us to listen, with God, to the cries of those who labor.” —Shane 
Claiborne, Author and Activist 

“We are all trade unionists now. We are all civil rights activists now. … Unified We Are a Force is 
the handbook for all of us who work and are people of faith or goodwill, who believe in a moral 
universe, to join hands and march together.” —Rev. Dr. William J. Barber II, Author of Forward 
Together 
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2020 
 Pilgrim Journey: A History of Pilgrimage in the Western World, The 
James Harpur   
Pilgrimage in the Western World is enjoying a growing popularity, perhaps more so now than at 
any time since the middle ages. The Pilgrim Journey tells the fascinating story of how pilgrimage 
was born and grew in antiquity, how it blossomed in the middle ages and faltered in 
subsequent centuries, only to re-emerge stronger than before in modern times. James Harpur 
describes the pilgrim routes and sacred destinations past and present, the men and women 
making the journey, the many challenges of travel, and the spiritual motivations and rewards. 
He also explores the traditional stages of pilgrimage, from preparation, departure, and the time 
on the road, to the arrival at the shrine and the return home. At the heart of pilgrimage is a 
spiritual longing that has existed from time immemorial. The Pilgrim Journey is both the colorful 
chronicle of numerous pilgrims of centuries past searching for heaven on earth, and an 
illuminating guide for today's spiritual traveler. 
 
 
2020 
When Others Shuddered: Eight Women Who Refused to Give Up 
Jamie Janosz 

When Others Shuddered: Eight Women Who Refused to Give Up is the story of eight women 
called to serve God and who, in doing so, changed the world. They lived at the turn of the 
century, rubbing shoulders with the well-known men of their time, like John Rockefeller, 
Marshall Field, and Dwight Lyman Moody.  

These women--Fanny Crosby, Mary McLeod Bethune, Nettie McCormick, Sarah Dunn Clarke, 
Emma Dryer, Virginia Asher, Evangeline Booth, and Amanda Berry Smith--were unique. They 
were single and married, black and white, wealthy and poor, beautiful and plain, mothers and 
childless. Yet, each felt called to make a difference and to do something--to meet a pressing 
need in her world.  

These women wanted to live lives less ordinary. Their stories inspire us to follow God's calling in 
our own lives. They teach us that each individual person can make a difference. These eight 
women will show you how God can use your life to change the world. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


