
Social Action Books 
 
Highlighted titles are Bonus Books and Count for Two 
 
 
 
2015 
A New Dawn in Beloved Community 
Linda Lee   

Faith in Jesus Christ incorporates all Christians into the body of Christ, the invisible communion of all 
believers. But the church, as a human institution, remains broken and unable to embody fully this unity 
or oneness. Too often, the failure of Christians to manifest God’s love is rooted in differences in culture, 
traditions, or language that lead to fear and misunderstanding.  

This book brings together a collection of stories—of songs—that give the reader insight, that provide 
examples of how to share stories and learn from them, and that ultimately can lead to a new way of 
understanding the concepts of beloved community and the body of Christ. 
 
 
 
2015 
Americanah: A Novel 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie   
Ifemelu reluctantly left Nigeria on a college scholarship and seems to have everything a Nigerian 
immigrant in America could desire. But culture shock, hardships and racism have left her feeling like she 
has “cement in her soul.'' Astonished at the labyrinth of racial structures that confront her, Ifemelu 
launches an audacious and instantly popular blog that explores what she calls Racial Disorder Syndrome. 
May contain provocative language and content. 
 
 
 
2015 
Behind the Kitchen Door  
Saru Jayaraman  
How do restaurant workers live on some of the lowest wages in America? And how do poor working 
conditions-discriminatory labor practices, exploitation, and unsanitary kitchens-affect the meals that 
arrive at our restaurant tables? Saru Jayaraman, who launched the national restaurant workers' 
organization Restaurant Opportunities Centers United, sets out to answer these questions by following 



the lives of restaurant workers in New York City, Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Houston, Miami, Detroit, and New Orleans. 

Blending personal narrative and investigative journalism, Jayaraman shows us that the quality of the 
food that arrives at our restaurant tables depends not only on the sourcing of the ingredients. Our meals 
benefit from the attention and skill of the people who chop, grill, sauté, and serve. Behind the Kitchen 
Door is a groundbreaking exploration of the political, economic, and moral implications of dining out. 
Jayaraman focuses on the stories of individuals, like Daniel, who grew up on a farm in Ecuador and 
sought to improve the conditions for employees at Del Posto; the treatment of workers behind the 
scenes belied the high-toned Slow Food ethic on display in the front of the house. 

Increasingly, Americans are choosing to dine at restaurants that offer organic, fair-trade, and free-range 
ingredients for reasons of both health and ethics. Yet few of these diners are aware of the working 
conditions at the restaurants themselves. But whether you eat haute cuisine or fast food, the well-being 
of restaurant workers is a pressing concern, affecting our health and safety, local economies, and the life 
of our communities. Highlighting the roles of the 10 million people, many immigrants, many people of 
color, who bring their passion, tenacity, and vision to the American dining experience, Jayaraman sets 
out a bold agenda to raise the living standards of the nation's second-largest private sector workforce-
and ensure that dining out is a positive experience on both sides of the kitchen door. 
 
 
 
2015 
Ecoliterate 
Daniel Goleman 
 
Hopeful and bold, Ecoliterate tells stories of educators, activists and students who embody an 
integration of emotional, social and ecological intelligence. Through stories from the Arctic to 
Appalachia, New Mexico to New Orleans, the authors reveal how education that engages in some of the 
most pressing ecological issues of the day advances academic achievement, fosters resilience and helps 
communities play a vital role in protecting the natural world. 
 
 
 
2015 
Kind of Kin   
Rilla Askew 

In Kind of Kin by award-winning author Rilla Askew, when a church-going, community-loved, family man 
is caught hiding a barn-full of illegal immigrant workers, he is arrested and sent to prison. This shocking 
development sends ripples through the town—dividing neighbors, causing riffs amongst his family, and 
spurring controversy across the state. 



Using new laws in Oklahoma and Alabama as inspiration, Kind of Kin is a story of self-serving lawmakers 
and complicated lawbreakers, Christian principle and political scapegoating. 

Rilla Askew’s funny and poignant novel explores what happens when upstanding people are pushed too 
far—and how an ad-hoc family, and ultimately, an entire town, will unite to protect its own. 
 
 
2015 
Not Just a Pretty Face: The Ugly Side of the Beauty Industry 
Stacy Malkan   
 Not Just a Pretty Face delves deeply into the dark side of the beauty industry, and looks to hopeful 
solutions for a healthier future. This scathing investigation peels away less-than-lovely layers to expose 
an industry in dire need of an extreme makeover. 
 
 
2015 *** Youth 
Refuse to Do Nothing  
Shayne Moore and Kimberly McOwen Yim 

Slavery didn't end in 1833, when William Wilberforce's decades-long campaign finally resulted in the 
Slavery Abolition Act. It didn't end in 1863, when Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation. It didn't end in 1949, when the United Nations declared trafficking "incompatible with the 
dignity and worth of the human person." 
 
The sad truth is, slavery never ended. It just went underground, where it continues to exploit powerless 
men, women and children in horrific ways throughout the world. Now for the good news: you have 
power. In Refuse to Do Nothing, "Abolitionist Mamas" Shayne Moore and Kimberly Yim share their 
stories of coming to terms with the power available to them in their normal, everyday lives to illuminate 
the shadows where those who traffic in people hide compel corporations to fight slavery in how their 
products are made motivate politicians to fight for human dignity mobilize friends and strangers alike to 
fight slavery at home and throughout the world. 
 
Slavery doesn't end without a fight. But get to know Shayne and Kimberly and their abolitionist friends, 
and you'll find the power God grants to all who fight for the powerless, and the joy awaiting those who 
refuse to do nothing. 
 
 
 
2015 
That Used to Be Us 
Thomas L. Friedman 
       
America has a huge problem. It faces four major challenges, on which its future depends, and it is failing 
to meet them. In this book the authors analyze those challenges, globalization, the revolution in 



information technology, the nation's chronic deficits, and its pattern of energy consumption, and spell 
out what needs to be done now to rediscover America's power and prowess. They explain how the end 
of the cold war blinded the nation to the need to address these issues seriously. They show how 
America's history, when properly understood, provides the key to coping successfully and explain how 
the paralysis of the U.S. political system and the erosion of key American values have made it impossible 
to carry out the policies the country needs. This work is both a searching exploration of the American 
condition today and a rousing manifesto for American renewal. 
 
 
 

2016 *** Youth 
Blue Gold 
Elizabeth Stewart 
Coltan, or “blue gold,” is a rare mineral used in making cell phones and computers. Across continents, 
the lives of three teen girls are affected by the “blue gold” trade. 

Sylvie’s family had to lee the Democratic Republic of the Congo after her father was killed by a rogue 
militia gang in the conflict for control of coltan. The refugee camp where she now lives is deplorable, and 
Sylvie yearns for a way out—to save not only herself, but her remaining family. 

Laiping labors in a Chinese factory, soldering components for cell phones. She had left her small village 
to make her fortune, but the factory conditions are crushing, and the constant pressure to send money 
home adds to her misery. Yet when Laiping tries to improve her situation, she sees what happens to 
those who dare question the electronics company’s policies. 

Fiona is a North American girl who, in one thoughtless moment, takes a picture on her cell phone she 
comes to regret. In the aftermath, she learns not only about trust and being true to oneself, but the 
importance of fighting for what is right. 

All three teens are unexpectedly linked by these events. 

Elizabeth Stewart conducted extensive research to authentically capture the experiences of all three 
girls. The result is an intense and powerful story about their struggles to create better lives for 
themselves in the face of the world’s increasing appetite for coltan. 
 
 
 
2016 *** Youth 
Every Last Drop – Bringing Clean Water Home, for Youth 
Michelle Mulder  

In the developed world, if you want a drink of water you just turn on a tap or open a bottle. But for 
millions of families worldwide, finding clean water is a daily challenge, and kids are often the ones 
responsible for carrying water to their homes. Every Last Drop looks at why the world’s water resources 



are at risk and how communities around the world are finding innovative ways to quench their thirst and 
water their crops. Maybe you’re not ready to drink fog, as they do in Chile, or use water made from 
treated sewage, but you can get a low-flush toilet, plant a tree, protect a wetland or just take shorter 
showers. Every last drop counts! 
 
2016 
In Defense of Food – An Eater's Manifesto  
Michael Pollan 
Because in the so-called Western diet, food has been replaced by nutrients and common sense by 
confusion--most of what we’re consuming today is longer the product of nature but of food science. The 
result is what Michael Pollan calls the American Paradox: The more we worry about nutrition, the less 
healthy we see to become. Within Defense of Food, Pollan proposes a new (and very old) answer to the 
question of what we should eat that comes down to seven simple but liberating words: "Eat food. Not 
too much. Mostly plants." Pollan’s bracing and eloquent manifesto shows us how we can start making 
thoughtful food choices that will enrich our lives, enlarge our sense of what it means to be healthy, and 
bring pleasure back to eating. 
 
 
2016 
Just Mercy – A Story of Justice and Redemption 
Bryan Stevenson 
Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice 
dedicated to defending those most desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and 
women and children trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases 
was that of Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder he insisted 
he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan into a tangle of conspiracy, political machination, and legal 
brinksmanship—and transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever. 

Just Mercy is at once an unforgettable account of an idealistic, gifted young lawyer’s coming of age, a 
moving window into the lives of those he has defended, and an inspiring argument for compassion in 
the pursuit of true justice.  
 
 
2016 
Rewilding Our Hearts – Building Pathways of Compassion and Coexistence 
Marc Bekoff  

In wildlife conservation, rewilding refers to restoring habitats and creating corridors between preserved 
lands to allow declining populations to rebound. Marc Bekoff, one of the world’s leading animal experts 
and activists, here applies rewilding to human attitudes. Rewilding Our Hearts invites readers to do the 
essential work of becoming reenchanted with the world, acting from the inside out, and dissolving false 
boundaries to truly connect with both nature and themselves. 



2016 *** Youth 
Soda Bottle School – A True Story of Recycling, Teamwork, and One Crazy Idea, for 
Children, The  
Seno Laura Kutner and Suzanne Slade 
In a Guatemalan village, students squished into their tiny schoolhouse, two grades to a classroom. The 
villagers had tried expanding the school, but the money ran out before the project was finished. No 
money meant no wall materials, and that meant no more room for the students. Until one boy got a 
wonderful, crazy idea. The idea not only solved both problems, but also inspired others.  

Why not use soda bottles, which were scattered all around, to form the cores of the walls? Never 
underestimate the power of an idea! 

Laura Kutner, the real-life “Seno Laura” in The Soda Bottle School, wrote this book because she wanted 
to “inspire young readers to believe in themselves and work together to make the world a better place, 
and have fun at the same time.” 

Sometimes thinking outside the box—or inside the bottle—leads to the perfect solution. 
 
 
2016 
We Shall Not Be Moved  
Jane Ellen Nickell 
As Protestant denominations are fracturing over whether to ordain gays and lesbians, this work looks at 
The United Methodist Church's conversations about the issue, in light of Methodism's historic contests 
over the leadership of African Americans and women, to see what can be learned from these earlier 
periods of change. Using the uniform context of the Methodist General Conference, where 
denominational policy is set, the book analyzes transcripts of floor debates in key years of these 
struggles, letting those who argued for and against the changes speak for themselves. 

Those arguments are read through the lens of French sociologist Pierre Bourdieu, whose theory offers a 
sophisticated model that goes deeper than simple "resistance to change" in articulating a dialectic 
between social structures and agents that predisposes both to reproduce existing power relationships. 
This interdisciplinary, historical study seeks to move beyond conscious motivations for the exclusion of 
these three groups and uncover deeply embedded, misrecognized social dynamics. In exploring these 
groups' stories, this book examines who holds power in Methodist churches, how changes in authority 
structures occur, and why it is such a long and painful process. 
 
 
2016 
White Umbrella – Walking with Survivors of Sex Trafficking, The 
Mary Frances Bowley  



Sex trafficking. We hear about it on the nightly news and in special interest stories from around the 
world, but it occurs daily in communities all around us. Every year, thousands of young women are 
forced into sexual exploitation. Most are under the age of 18. The damage this causes to their emotions 
and souls is immeasurable. 

But they are not without hope. 

The White Umbrella tells stories of survivors as well as those who came alongside to help them to 
recovery. It describes the pain and the strength of these young women and those who held the “white 
umbrella” of protection and purity over them on the road to restoration. 

This book offers principles and guidance to anyone with a heart for these hurting young women and a 
desire to help. It is an ideal resource for individuals or organizations seeking to learn what they can do to 
assist these victims in becoming whole again. 
 
 
 
2017 
America and Its Guns—A Theological Exposé  
James Atwood 

James Atwood contends that the thirty thousand gun deaths America suffers every year cannot be 
understood apart from our national myth that God has appointed America as “the trustee of the 
civilization of the world” and even “Christ’s light to the nations.” Because these purposes are noble, and 
we are supposedly a good and trustworthy people, violence is sometimes “required” and gives license to 
individuals to carry open or concealed weapons, which “save lives” and can even be “redemptive.”  

Atwood, an avid hunter, cautions that an absolute trust in guns and violence morphs easily into idolatry. 
Having spent thirty-six years as a Presbyterian pastor fighting against the easy access to firearms, one of 
which took the life of a friend, he uses his unique experience and his biblical and theological 
understanding to graphically portray the impact guns have on our society. He documents how 
Americans have been deceived into believing that the tools of violence, whether they take the form of 
advanced military technology or a handgun in the bedside stand, will provide security. He closes with a 
wake-up call to the faith community, which he says is America’s best hope to unmask the extremism of 
the Gun Empire. 
 
 
 
2017 
Building a Movement to End the New Jim Crow 
Daniel Hunter 
 
Expanding on the call to action in Michelle Alexander's acclaimed best-seller, The New Jim Crow, this 
accessible organizing guide puts tools in your hands to help you and your groups understand how to 



make meaningful, effective change. Learn about your role in movement-building and how to pick and 
build campaigns that contribute towards a bigger mass movement against the largest penal system in 
the world. This important new resource offers examples from this and other movements, time-tested 
organizing techniques, and vision to inspire, challenge, and motivate. 
 
 
 
2017 
Class Lives  
Chuck Collins 

Class Lives is an anthology of narratives dramatizing the lived experience of class in America. It includes 
forty original essays from authors who represent a range of classes, genders, races, ethnicities, ages, and 
occupations across the United States. Born into poverty, working class, the middle class, and the owning 
class--and every place in between--the contributors describe their class journeys in narrative form, 
recounting one or two key stories that illustrate their growing awareness of class and their place, 
changing or stable, within the class system. The stories in Class Lives are both gripping and moving. One 
contributor grows up in hunger and as an adult becomes an advocate for the poor and homeless. 
Another acknowledges the truth that her working-class father's achievements afforded her and the rest 
of the family access to people with power. A gifted child from a working-class home soon understands 
that intelligence is a commodity but finds his background incompatible with his aspirations and so 
attempts to divide his life into separate worlds. Together, these essays form a powerful narrative about 
the experience of class and the importance of learning about classism, class cultures, and the 
intersections of class, race, and gender. Class Lives will be a helpful resource for students, teachers, 
sociologists, diversity trainers, activists, and a general audience. It will leave readers with an 
appreciation of the poignancy and power of class and the journeys that Americans grapple with on a 
daily basis. 
 
 
 
2017 
Faith Ed. 
 Linda K. Wertheimer 
A suburban Boston school unwittingly started a firestorm of controversy over a sixth-grade field trip. The 
class was visiting a mosque to learn about world religions when a handful of boys, unnoticed by their 
teachers, joined the line of worshippers and acted out the motions of the Muslim call to prayer. A video 
of the prayer went viral with the title “Wellesley, Massachusetts Public School Students Learn to Pray to 
Allah.” Charges flew that the school exposed the children to Muslims who intended to convert American 
schoolchildren. Wellesley school officials defended the course, but also acknowledged the delicate 
dance teachers must perform when dealing with religion in the classroom. 



Courts long ago banned public school teachers from preaching of any kind. But the question remains: 
How much should schools teach about the world’s religions? Answering that question in recent decades 
has pitted schools against their communities. 

Veteran education journalist Linda K. Wertheimer spent months with that class, and traveled to other 
communities around the nation, listening to voices on all sides of the controversy, including those of 
clergy, teachers, children, and parents who are Muslim, Jewish, Christian, Sikh, or atheist. In Lumberton, 
Texas, nearly a hundred people filled a school-board meeting to protest a teacher’s dress-up exercise 
that allowed freshman girls to try on a burka as part of a lesson on Islam. In Wichita, Kansas, a Messianic 
Jewish family’s opposition to a bulletin-board display about Islam in an elementary school led to such 
upheaval that the school had to hire extra security. Across the country, parents have requested that 
their children be excused from lessons on Hinduism and Judaism out of fear they will shy away from 
their own faiths. 

But in Modesto, a city in the heart of California’s Bible Belt, teachers have avoided problems since 2000, 
when the school system began requiring all high school freshmen to take a world religions course. 
Students receive comprehensive lessons on the three major world religions, as well as on Sikhism, 
Hinduism, Buddhism, and often Shintoism, Taoism, and Confucianism. One Pentecostal Christian girl, 
terrified by “idols,” including a six-inch gold Buddha, learned to be comfortable with other students’ 
beliefs.  

Wertheimer’s fascinating investigation, which includes a return to her rural Ohio school, which once ran 
weekly Christian Bible classes, reveals a public education system struggling to find the right path forward 
and offers a promising roadmap for raising a new generation of religiously literate Americans. 
 
 
 
2017 
Pre-Post-Racial America—Spiritual Stories from the Front Lines  
Sandhya Rani Jha    
Those people. Their issues. The day's news and the ways we treat each other, overtly or subliminally, 
prove we are not yet living in post-racial America. It's hard to talk about race in America without 
everyone very quickly becoming defensive and shutting down. 

What makes talking race even harder is that so few of us actually know each other in the fullness of our 
stories. A recent Reuters poll found 40% of White people have no friends of other races, and 25% of 
people of color only have friends of the same race. 

Sandhya Rani Jha addresses the hot topic in a way that is grounded in real people's stories and that 
offers solid biblical grounding for thinking about race relations in America, reminding us that God calls us 
to build Beloved Community. 
 
 
 



2017 
Snake-Oil—How Fracking’s False Promise of Plenty Imperils Our Future 
Richard Heinberg     
The rapid spread of hydraulic fracturing ("fracking") has temporarily boosted US natural gas and oil 
production... and sparked a massive environmental backlash in communities across the country. The 
fossil fuel industry is trying to sell fracking as the biggest energy development of the century, with slick 
promises of American energy independence and benefits to local economies. 

Snake Oil casts a critical eye on the oil-industry hype that has hijacked America's energy conversation. 
This is the first book to look at fracking from both economic and environmental perspectives, informed 
by the most thorough analysis of shale gas and oil drilling data ever undertaken. Is fracking the miracle 
cure-all to our energy ills, or a costly distraction from the necessary work of reducing our fossil fuel 
dependence? 
 
 
 
2017 
Stand Your Ground  
Kelly Brown Douglas 
“If Trayvon was of age and armed, could he have stood his ground on that sidewalk?”—President Barack 
Obama 

On the Sunday morning after the acquittal of Trayvon Martin’s killer, black preachers across America 
addressed the questions his death raised for their communities: “Where is the justice of God? What are 
we to hope for?” 

In this timely and compelling book, Kelly Brown Douglas examines the myths and narratives underlying a 
“stand-your-ground” culture, taking seriously the social as well as the theological questions raised by 
this and similar events, from Ferguson, Missouri to Staten Island, New York. 

But the author also brings another significant interpretative lens to this text: that of a mother. She 
writes: “there has been no story in the news that has troubled me more than that of Trayvon Martin’s 
slaying. President Obama said that if he had a son his son would look like Trayvon. I do have a son and 
he does look like Trayvon.” 

In the face of tragedy and indifference, Kelly Brown Douglas arms the truth of a black mother’s faith in 
these times of “stand your ground.” 
 
 
 
2017 
Understanding and Dismantling Racism 
Joseph Barndt 



More than 15 years have passed since Joe Barndt wrote his influential and widely acclaimed Dismantling 
Racism (1991, Augsburg Books). He has now written a replacement volume - powerful, personal, and 
practical - that reframes the whole issue for the new context of the twenty-first century. With great 
clarity Barndt traces the history of racism, especially in white America, revealing its various personal, 
institutional, and cultural forms. Without demonizing anyone or any race, he offers specific, positive 
ways in which people in all walks, including churches, can work to bring racism to an end. He includes 
the newest data on continuing conditions of People of Color, including their progress relative to the 
minimal standards of equality in housing, income and wealth, education, and health. He discusses 
current dimensions of race as they appear in controversies over 9/11, New Orleans, and undocumented 
workers. Includes analytical charts, definitions, bibliography, and exercises for readers. 
 
 
 
2017 
What We’re Fighting for Now Is Each Other 
Wen Stephenson 
 
The science is clear: catastrophic climate change, by any humane definition, is upon us. At the same 
time, the fossil-fuel industry has doubled down, economically and politically, on business as usual. We 
face an unprecedented situation—a radical situation. As an individual of conscience, how will you 
respond? 

In 2010, journalist Wen Stephenson woke up to the true scale and urgency of the catastrophe bearing 
down on humanity, starting with the poorest and most vulnerable everywhere, and confronted what he 
calls “the spiritual crisis at the heart of the climate crisis.” Inspired by others who refused to retreat into 
various forms of denial and fatalism, he walked away from his career in mainstream media and became 
an activist, joining those working to build a transformative movement for climate justice in America. 

In What We’re Fighting for Now Is Each Other, Stephenson tells his own story and offers an up-close, on-
the-ground look at some of the remarkable and courageous people—those he calls “new American 
radicals”—who have laid everything on the line to build and inspire this fast-growing movement: old-
school environmentalists and young climate-justice organizers, frontline community leaders and Texas 
tar-sands blockaders, Quakers and college students, evangelicals and Occupiers. Most important, 
Stephenson pushes beyond easy labels to understand who these people really are, what drives them, 
and what they’re ultimately fighting for. He argues that the movement is less like environmentalism as 
we know it and more like the great human-rights and social-justice struggles of the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries, from abolitionism to civil rights. It’s a movement for human solidarity. 

This is a fiercely urgent and profoundly spiritual journey into the climate-justice movement at a critical 
moment—in search of what climate justice, at this late hour, might yet mean. 
 
 
 



2018 
America’s Original Sin 
Jim Wallis  
America's problem with race has deep roots, with the country's foundation tied to the near 
extermination of one race of people and the enslavement of another. Racism is truly our nation's 
original sin. 

"It's time we right this unacceptable wrong," says bestselling author and leading Christian activist Jim 
Wallis. Fifty years ago, Wallis was driven away from his faith by a white church that considered dealing 
with racism to be taboo. His participation in the civil rights movement brought him back when he 
discovered a faith that commands racial justice. Yet as recent tragedies confirm, we continue to suffer 
from the legacy of racism. The old patterns of white privilege are colliding with the changing 
demographics of a diverse nation. The church has been slow to respond, and Sunday morning is still the 
most segregated hour of the week. 

In America's Original Sin, Wallis offers a prophetic and deeply personal call to action in overcoming the 
racism so ingrained in American society. He speaks candidly to Christians--particularly white Christians--
urging them to cross a new bridge toward racial justice and healing. 

Whenever divided cultures and gridlocked power structures fail to end systemic sin, faith communities 
can help lead the way to grassroots change. Probing yet positive, biblically rooted yet highly practical, 
this book shows people of faith how they can work together to overcome the embedded racism in 
America, galvanizing a movement to cross the bridge to a multiracial church and a new America. 
 
 
 
2018 
Born on Third Base  
Chuck Collins 

As inequality grabs headlines, steals the show in presidential debates, and drives deep divides between 
the haves and have nots in America, class war brews. On one side, the wealthy wield power and 
advantage, wittingly or not, to keep the system operating in their favor—all while retreating into 
enclaves that separate them further and further from the poor and working class. On the other side, 
those who find it increasingly difficult to keep up or get ahead lash out—waging a rhetorical war against 
the rich and letting anger and resentment, however justifiable, keep us from seeing new potential 
solutions. 

But can we suspend both class wars long enough to consider a new way forward? Is it really good for 
anyone that most of society’s wealth is pooling at the very top of the wealth ladder? Does anyone, 
including the one percent, really want to live in a society plagued by economic apartheid? 

It is time to think differently, says longtime inequality expert and activist Chuck Collins. Born into the one 
percent, Collins gave away his inheritance at 26 and spent the next three decades mobilizing against 
inequality. He uses his perspective from both sides of the divide to deliver a new narrative. 



Collins calls for a ceasefire and invites the wealthy to come back home, investing themselves and their 
wealth in struggling communities.  And he asks the non-wealthy to build alliances with the one percent 
and others at the top of the wealth ladder. 

Stories told along the way explore the roots of advantage, show how taxpayers subsidize the wealthy, 
and reveal how charity, used incorrectly, can actually reinforce extreme inequality. Readers meet 
pioneers who are crossing the divide to work together in new ways, including residents in the author’s 
own Boston-area neighborhood who have launched some of the most interesting community transition 
efforts in the nation. 

In the end, Collins’s national and local solutions not only challenge inequality but also respond to climate 
change and offer an unexpected, fresh take on one of our most intransigent problems. 
 
 
 
2018 
Exoneree Diaries 
Alison Flowers   
Through intimate portraits of four exonerated prisoners, journalist Alison Flowers explores what 
happens to innocent people when the state flings open the jailhouse door and tosses them back, empty-
handed into the unknown.  

From the front lines of the wrongful conviction capital of the United States—Cook County, Ill.—these 
stories reveal serious gaps in the criminal justice system. Flowers depicts the collateral damage of 
wrongful convictions on families and communities, challenging the deeper problem of mass 
incarceration in the United States. As she tells each exoneree’s powerful story, Flowers vividly shows 
that release from prison, though sometimes joyous and hopeful, is not a Hollywood ending—or an 
ending at all. Rather, an exoneree’s first unshackled steps are the beginning of a new journey full of 
turmoil and triumph. 

Based on Chicago Public Media’s yearlong multimedia series—a finalist for a national Online Journalism 
Award—this narrative piece of investigative journalism tells profoundly human stories of reclaiming 
one’s life, overcoming adversity, and searching for purpose—at times with devastating consequences 
and courageous breakthroughs. 
 
 
 
2018 
Hospitable Planet  
Stephen A. Jurovics 

The book seeks to enroll a hitherto under-represented, though large and influential, portion of the U.S. 
population in addressing climate change: committed American Christians, of all denominations. 



Most books about climate change that include a religious argument do not address what individuals can 
do to help our society transform from fossil fuel use, other than changing personal behavior—and 
readers suspect that will likely not suffice. Thus, some readers are left feeling disheartened. In contrast, 

books that primarily address the environmental issues have limited appeal to people motivated more by 
faith than science, thereby leaving out many who could constitute the tipping point for full American 
engagement on the issue. Hospitable Planet: Faith, Action, and Climate Change, seeks to fill the gap in 
religious and secular texts by providing both a compelling biblical case for action on climate change and 
by identifying transformative ameliorating measures and how to accomplish them.  

The book describes quite clearly what actions to undertake, how to accomplish them, and why this 
course of action can attain its objectives. The book lists the major steps needed to slow climate change, 
drawn primarily from writings of James Hansen and Amory Lovins that, regrettably, do not reach a 
general audience. In addition, the book recommends an environmental rights movement, akin to the 
civil rights movement, as a way to implement the recommended actions. 
 
 
 
2018 
Pushout  
Monique W. Morris 
Fifteen-year-old Diamond stopped going to school the day she was expelled for lashing out at peers who 
constantly harassed and teased her for something everyone on the staff had missed: she was being 
trafficked for sex. After months on the run, she was arrested and sent to a detention center for violating 
a court order to attend school. 

Just 16 percent of female students, black girls make up more than one-third of all girls with a school-
related arrest. The first trade book to tell these untold stories, Pushout exposes a world of confined 
potential and supports the growing movement to address the policies, practices, and cultural illiteracy 
that push countless students out of school and into unhealthy, unstable, and often unsafe futures. 

For four years Monique W. Morris, author of Black Stats, chronicled the experiences of black girls across 
the country whose intricate lives are misunderstood, highly judged—by teachers, administrators, and 
the justice system—and degraded by the very institutions charged with helping them flourish. Morris 
shows how, despite obstacles, stigmas, stereotypes, and despair, black girls still find ways to breathe 
remarkable dignity into their lives in classrooms, juvenile facilities, and beyond. 
 
 
 
2018 
Stakes Is High 
Michael W. Waters 
 



What happens when a people can take no more injustice rained down upon their sons and daughters? When each 
new travesty echoes the cries of ancestors killed for the color of their skin? How do a people rediscover hope? 
And how do they use that new-found hope as momentum and strength for change? 
In his powerful new book Stakes Is High, pastor, activist, and community leader Michael W. Waters 
blends hip-hop lyricism and social justice leadership, creating an urgent voice demanding that America 
listen to the suffering if it hopes to redeem its soul. Weaving stories from centuries of persecution 
against the backdrop of today’s urban prophets on the radio and in the streets, Waters speaks on behalf 
of an awakened generation raging against racism – yet fueled by the promise of a just future. Through 
the pain and hard but holy work, you will hear the call to join the faithful struggle for racial justice. 

 
 
2018 *** Youth 
Three Feathers 
Richard Van Camp   

Three young men -- Flinch, Bryce, and Rupert -- have vandalized their community. They are sent by its 
Elders to live nine months on the land as part of the circle sentencing process. There, the young men 
learn to take responsibility for their actions and acquire the humility required to return home. But will 
they be forgiven for what they have done? Three Feathers explores the power and grace of restorative 
justice in one Northern Indigenous community and the cultural legacy that can empower future 
generations. 
 
 
 
2019 
Do All Lives Matter? 
Wayne Gordon and John M. Perkins 
 
Something is wrong in our society. Deeply wrong.  

The belief that all lives matter is at the heart of our founding documents--but we must admit that this 
conviction has never truly reflected reality in America. Movements such as Black Lives Matter have 
arisen in response to recent displays of violence and mistreatment, and some of us defensively answer 
back, "All lives matter." But do they? Really? 

This book is an exploration of that question. It delves into history and current events, into Christian 
teaching and personal stories, in order to start a conversation about the way forward. Its raw but 
hopeful words will help move us from apathy to empathy and from empathy to action. 

 We cannot do everything. But we can each do something. 

 

 



2019 
Feathered Bone, The  
Julie Cantrell  
“Feathers—no matter what size or shape or color—are all the same, if you think about them. They’re 
soft. Delicate.  But the secret thing about feathers is . . . they are very strong.” 

In the pre-Katrina glow of New Orleans, Amanda Salassi is anxious about chaperoning her daughter’s 
sixth-grade field trip to the Big Easy during Halloween. And then her worst fears come true. Her 
daughter’s best friend, Sarah, disappears amid the magic and revelry—gone, without a trace. 

Unable to cope with her guilt, Amanda’s daughter sinks into depression. And Amanda’s husband turns 
destructive as he watches his family succumb to grief. Before long, Amanda’s whole world has collapsed. 

Amanda knows she has to save herself before it’s too late. As she continues to search for Sarah, she 
embarks on a personal journey, seeking hope and purpose in the wake of so much tragedy and loss. 

 Set amidst the murky parishes of rural Louisiana and told through the eyes of two women who confront 
the darkest corners of humanity with quiet and unbreakable faith, The Feathered Bone is Julie Cantrell’s 
master portrait of love in a fallen world.   
 
 
 
2019 
Love in a Time of Climate Change  
Sharon Delgado 

Love in a Time of Climate Change challenges readers to develop a loving response to climate change, 
which disproportionately harms the poor, threatens future generations, and damages God’s creation. 
This book creatively adapts John Wesley’s theological method by using scripture, tradition, reason, and 
experience to explore the themes of creation and justice in the context of the earth’s changing climate. 
By consciously employing these four sources of authority, readers discover a unique way to reflect on 
planetary warming theologically and to discern a faithful response. The book’s premise is that love of 
God and neighbor in this time of climate change requires us to honor creation and establish justice for 
our human family, for future generations, and for all creation. From the introduction: “As we entrust our 
lives to God, we are enabled to join with others in the movement for climate justice and to carry a 
unified message of healing, love, and solidarity as we live into God’s future, offering hope in the midst of 
the climate crisis that ‘another world is possible.’ God is ever present, always with us. Love never ends.” 
 
 
2019 
Nobody Cries When We Die 
Patrick Reyes 



When the screams of innocents dying engulf you, how do you hear God’s voice? Will God and God’s 
people call you to life when your breath is being strangled out of you? For people of color living each day 
surrounded by violence, for whom survival is not a given, vocational discernment is more than “finding 
your purpose” — it’s a matter of life and death. Patrick Reyes shares his story of how the community 
around him — his grandmother, robed clergy, educators, friends, and neighbors — saved him from gang 
life, abuse, and the economic and racial oppression that threatened to kill him before he ever reached 
adulthood. A story balancing the tension between pain and healing, Nobody Cries When We Die takes 
you to the places that make American society flinch, redefines what you are called to do with your life, 
and gives you strength to save lives and lead in your own community. 
 
 
 
2019 
Walking on Lava: Selected Works for Uncivilized Times 
Dougald Hine and Paul Kingsnorth  

The Dark Mountain Project began with a manifesto published in 2009 by two English writers—Dougald 
Hine and Paul Kingsnorth—who felt that literature was not responding honestly to the crises of our time. 

In a world in which the climate is being altered by human activities; in which global ecosystems are being 
destroyed by the advance of industrial civilization; and in which the dominant economic and cultural 
assumptions of the West are visibly crumbling, Dark Mountain asked: where are the writers and the 
artists? Why are the mainstream cultural forms of our society still behaving as if this were the twentieth 
century—or even the nineteenth? 

Dark Mountain’s call for writers, thinkers and artists willing to face the depth of the mess we are in has 
made it a gathering point for a growing international network. Rooted in place, time and nature, their 
work finds a home in the pages of the Dark Mountain books, with two new volumes published every 
year. 

Walking on Lava brings together the best of the first ten volumes, along with the original manifesto. This 
collection of essays, fiction, poetry, interviews and artwork introduces The Dark Mountain Project’s 
groundbreaking work to a wider audience in search of ‘the hope beyond hope, the paths which lead to 
the unknown world ahead of us.’ 
 
 
 
2019 
"We Are All Fast-Food Workers Now" 
Annelise Orleck   
Tracing a new labor movement sparked and sustained by low-wage workers from across the globe, “We 
Are All Fast-Food Workers Now” is an urgent, illuminating look at globalization as seen through the eyes 
of workers-activists: small farmers, fast-food servers, retail workers, hotel housekeepers, home-
healthcare aides, airport workers, and adjunct professors who are fighting for respect, safety, and a 



living wage. With original photographs by Liz Cooke and drawing on interviews with activists in many US 
cities and countries around the world, including Bangladesh, Cambodia, Mexico, South Africa, and the 
Philippines, it features stories of resistance and rebellion, as well as reflections on hope and change as it 
rises from the bottom up. 
 
 
 
2019 
Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community?  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
In 1967, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., isolated himself from the demands of the civil rights movement, 
rented a house in Jamaica with no telephone, and labored over his final manuscript. In this prophetic 
work, which has been unavailable for more than ten years, he lays out his thoughts, plans, and dreams 
for America's future, including the need for better jobs, higher wages, decent housing, and quality 
education. With a universal message of hope that continues to resonate, King demanded an end to 
global suffering, asserting that humankind-for the first time-has the resources and technology to 
eradicate poverty. 
 
 
2020 
 Fig Tree Revolution, The 
Bill Mefford  
The locus of God's change and transformation in the world is through local groups of believers immersed 
in relationships among those directly impacted by injustice. Movements for justice throughout history 
have always been powered by grassroots people with shared passion and vision for concrete change in 
the face of injustice. This book is geared to help local churches to engage in the transformative and 
missional work of justice. Based on the first four chapters in Esther and drawn from real stories of real 
people creating real change, this book is perfect for small groups, Sunday school classes, student groups, 
or mission teams that want to be inspired and find practical steps to take to mobilize people in their 
local churches to participate in God's call to change the world. Be a part of the movement among God's 
people for justice. Join the Fig Tree Revolution. 
 
 
 
2020 
Holding Up Your Corner 
F. Willis Johnson   

The phrase ‘holding up your corner’ is derived from a biblical story (Mark 2: 1 – 5) about four people 
who take action in order to help another person—literally delivering that person to Christ. For us, 
‘holding up your corner’ has meaning in two aspects of our lives today:  



Holding Up Your Corner is a passionate, fast-paced, wonderfully practical book.  F. Willis Johnson has a 
gift for Christian communication and he pours all of his gifts and rich pastoral experience into a book 
that encourages his fellow Christians to acknowledge, affirm, and act in the face of the racism that grips 
many of us.  He displays deliberative theology in the service of instigating talk and action on behalf of 
racial justice, all in the service of a God who graciously enlists us to work with God to defeat evil.  I 
guarantee that after reading Willis Johnson you will want to work from your corner to become part of 
God’s work in the world.” --Will Willimon, UM Bishop, retired, Professor of the Practice of Christian 
Ministry, Duke Divinity School 

 
 
 
2020 
Immigration and Justice for Our Neighbors 
Jennifer Clark and Miriam Downey  

(Not available at either location.) 
 
 
2020 
Loaded: Disarming the 2nd Amendment 
 Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz 

Loaded: A Disarming History of the Second Amendment is a deeply researched—and deeply disturbing—
history of guns and gun laws in the United States, from the original colonization of the country to the 
present. As historian and educator Dunbar-Ortiz explains, in order to understand the current obstacles 
to gun control, we must understand the history of U.S. guns, from their role in the "settling of America" 
and the early formation of the new nation and continuing up to the present. 
 
 
2020 
Midnight Teacher: Lilly Ann Granderson and Her Secret School 
Janet Halfmann   

In Mississippi in the mid-1800s, it was illegal for enslaved people to learn to read and write. Getting 
caught meant thirty-nine lashes with a whip as punishment. But this did not stop Lilly Ann Granderson, 
an enslaved woman herself. She believed in the power of education. To share her knowledge with 
others, she started a midnight school. In a small cabin hidden in a back alley, Lilly Ann held her secret 
classes. Every noise in the dark was a reminder of the punishment she and her students faced if they 
were found out. But the chance to learn was worth the risk. Over the years, Lilly Ann taught hundreds of 
enslaved people to read and write. Many of her students went on to share their knowledge with their 
families. Some started secret schools of their own. Others forged passes to escape to freedom in the 
North. Based on a true story, Midnight Teacher is an inspiring testament to a little-known pioneer in 
education. 



2020 
Six by Ten: Stories from Solitary 
Taylor Pendergrass and Mateo Hoke, Editors  
Six by ten feet. That’s the average size of the cells in which tens of thousands of people incarcerated in 
the United States linger for weeks, months, and even decades in solitary confinement. With little 
stimulation and no meaningful human contact, these individuals struggle to preserve their identity, 
sanity, and even their lives. In thirteen intimate narratives, Six by Ten explores the mental, physical, and 
spiritual impacts of America’s widespread embrace of solitary confinement. Through stories from those 
subjected to solitary confinement, family members on the outside, and corrections officers, Six by Ten 
examines the darkest hidden corners of America’s mass incarceration culture and illustrates how solitary 
confinement inflicts lasting consequences on families and communities far beyond prison walls. Stories 
include those of Brian, who was shuttled from prison to prison across Illinois as part of an unofficial 
program that came to be known as “the circuit”; Heather, a mother fighting for the life of her son, Nikko, 
who was diagnosed as bipolar at a young age and sent to solitary as a teenager; and Sonya, a trans 
woman sent to solitary in a men’s jail in Texas, supposedly for her own protection. 
 
 
 
2020 
Storming the Wall: Climate Change, Migration and Homeland Security 
Todd Miller 

In Storming the Wall, Todd Miller travels around the world to connect the dots between climate-ravaged 
communities, the corporations cashing in on border militarization, and emerging movements for 
environmental justice and sustainability. Reporting from the flashpoints of climate clashes, and from 
likely sites of futures battles, Miller chronicles a growing system of militarized divisions between the rich 
and the poor, the environmentally secure and the environmentally exposed. Stories of crisis, greed and 
violence are juxtaposed with powerful examples of solidarity and hope in this urgent and timely 
message from the frontlines of the post-Paris Agreement era. 
 
 
2020 
They Will Inherit the Earth: Peace and Nonviolence in a Time of Climate Change  
John Dear 

Long time activist John Dear invites us to return to nonviolence as a way of life and a living solidarity 
with Mother Earth and her creatures. 
 
 
2020 
What Comes from Dust 
Gharbi M. Mustafa  



Today is Nazo’s wedding. Today she will set herself on fire.  

Nazo Heydo has drenched herself in kerosene and is ready to light the match in order to avoid marrying 
the Syrian elder who bought her from Islamic State officials. Her forced marriage is just the latest horror 
in a journey that began when ISIS fighters surrounded her peaceful village, demanding spoils and the 
Yazidis’ conversion to Islam. Rebuffed, they took away her father, brothers, and the love of her life in 
their pickup trucks with the other village men. The women and children they enslaved and separated, 
transporting the younger women to be trafficked for the pleasure of their soldiers or sold for money. 
Only Nazo’s wits and daring have saved her from further abuse or death, yet each escape leads to some 
new horror.  

Meanwhile, in a parallel narrative, Soz, another young Yazidi, flees her family’s farm when she sees the 
black-flagged pickups approach. She manages to reach Mount Sinjar, where she joins the Yazidi fighters 
who have allied with the Kurdish Peshmerga. Her journey will lead back to her homeland to do battle 
against ISIS. 

What Comes with the Dust is a powerful novel about genocide and the will to survive as well as a 
testament to struggles of the Yazidi people. 
 
 
 
2020 
Who Lynched Willie Earle?  
William H. Willimon 

How do pastors of white, mainline Protestant churches preach effectively in situations of racial violence 
and disease? Even though you long to address contemporary social crises, how do you know where to 
begin when it’s simply not possible to relate to black pain? Who Lynched Willie Earle? uses the true story 
of pastor Hawley Lynn’s 1947 sermon, a response to the last lynching in Greenville, South Carolina, to 
help pastors preach on race and violence in America, inviting and challenging the church to respond. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 


